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“TO GO FORWARD TOGETHER’ 


ONLY IN THE LIGHT OF HISTORY, many 
years hence, will we know what the 
Second Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches, held at Evanston, Illinois, in 
August, has really meant to the churches 
and to the world. The difficult task is still 
ahead. Will church people have the wis- 
dom, the courage and the selflessness to 
prove the fine pronouncements of Evans- 
ton in their daily lives, their own churches, 
their local communities? We will find 
new strength for this assignment in our 
ecumenical fellowship, as the churches 


of the World Council continue to GO FOR- 
WARD TOGETHER. 

EVANSTON IS HISTORY. However, how 
history will interpret Evanston depends 
on us and other Christians like us. It de- 
pends on how seriously we take the ex- 
perience—whether we participated from 
McGaw Hall or from a familiar pew in 
our own church. It depends on how we 
respond to the call to share with others 
our own insights from Evanston. It in- 
volves the whole challenge of evangelism. 
Evanston is history, but the history of 
Evanston is just beginning. 


NEW LEADERS 


Six new presidents were elected: 


The Very Rev. John Baillie, 
renowned theologian and 
Principal of New College, 
University of Edinburgh, 
who is a member of the 
Church of Scotland. 


Bishop Sante Uberto Bar- 
bieri of Buenos Aires, Bish- 
op in Argentina, Uruguay 
and Bolivia of the Central 
Conference of The Metho- 
dist Church (of the U'S.). 


Bishop F. K. Otto Dibelius, 
Bishop of the Evangelical 
Union Church of Berlin- 
Brandenburg, and president 
of the Evangelical Church 
in Germany, a federation 
of Lutheran, Reformed and 
United Churches. 


NEW MEMBERS 


Two new member churches bring the total 
World Council of Churches membership to 
163 communions (denominations) in 48 coun- 
tries. The original World Council membership 
(Amsterdam, Holland, 1948) was 148 com- 
munions in 43 countries. 


Those voted into membership at Evanston 
are: 

1. The Dutch Reformed Church in South 
Africa of the Cape Province, membership 290- 
000, predominantly Afrikaans speaking. 


2. The Batu Presbyterian Church of South 
Africa, “a daughter of the Church of Scotland” 
which became autonomous in 1923, member- 
ship 50,000. 
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Mar Thoma Juhanon, Met 
ropolitan of the Mar Thom) 
Syrian Church of Malabad 
in South India. 
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His Eminence, Archbisho: 
Michael, who represen 
the Ecumenical Patriarchat 
of the Eastern Orthodo 
Churches, and is now tk 
Archbishop with jurisdie 
tion over North and Soun 
America, with his office @ 
New York. 


The Re. Rev. Henry Kncf 
Sherrill of New York, Pre 
siding Bishop of the Prod 
estant Episcopal Church, 


Dr. John R. Mott are honorary president 
Chairman of the important Central Committe 
(90 members appointed from the memb# 
churches) is Dr. Franklin Clark Fry (Unite 
Lutheran, U.S.A.) with Dr. Ernest A. Paysff 
(Baptist, Great Britain) as vice-chairman. 


"Evanston was, perhaps, the most important ocd 
sion in a process in which the universal Church } 
becoming partly visible, partly embodied. The Pat 
and Order discussions rightly emphasize the need | 
exploring theologically the meaning of the unia} 
among us that exists, the meaning of these partit) 
even ambiguous, and yet real embodiments of th 
unity which we have experienced so vividly at ba 
Amsterdam and Evanston.’—From an editorial | 
Christianity and Crisis. 


ASSEMBLY MESSAGE 


To all our fellow Christians, and to our 
ellowmen everywhere, we send greetings in 
> name of Jesus Christ. We affirm our faith 
: Jesus Christ as the hope of the world and 
lesire to share that faith with all men. May 
sod forgive us that by our sin we have often 
nidden this hope from the world. 


In the ferment of our time there are both 
opes and fears. It is indeed good to hope for 
freedom, justice and peace, and it is God’s will 
we should have these things. But He has 
made us for a higher end. He has made us for 
imself, that we might know and love Him, 
worship and serve Him. Nothing other than 
od can ever satisfy the heart of man. Forget- 
ing this, man becomes his own enemy. He 
seeks justice but creates oppression. He wants 
peace but drifts towards war. His very mastery 
of nature threatens him with ruin. Whether 
e acknowledges it or not, he stands under the 
judgment of God and in the shadow of death. 


Here where we stand, Jesus Christ stood with 
s. He came to us, true God and true Man, to 
eek and to save. Though we were the enemies 
of God, Christ died for us. We crucified Him 
but God raised Him from the dead. He is risen. 
He has overcome the powers of sin and death. 
A new life has begun. And in His risen and 
ascended power He has sent forth into the 
world a new community, bound together by 
His Spirit, sharing His divine life, and com- 
‘missioned to make Him known throughout the 
world. He will come again as Judge and King 
to bring all things to their consummation. Then 
we shall see Him as He is and know as we are 
known. Together with the whole creation we 
wait for this with eager hope, knowing that 
God is faithful and that even now He holds 
all things in His hand. 

This is the hope of God’s people in every 
age and we commend it afresh today to all who 
will listen. To accept it is to turn from our 
ways to God’s way. It is to live as forgiven 
sinners, as children growing in His love. It is 
to have our citizenship in that Kingdom which 
all man’s sin is impotent to destroy, that realm 
of love and joy and peace which lies about all 


men, though unseen. It is to enter with Christ 
into the suffering and despair of men, sharing 
with them the great secret of that Kingdom 
which they do not expect. It is to know that, 
whatever men may do, Jesus reigns and shall 
reign. 

With this assurance we can face the powers 
of evil and the threat of death with a good 
courage. Delivered from fear we are made free 
to love. For beyond the judgment of man and 
the judgment of history lies the judgment of 
the King who died for all men and who will 
judge us according to what we have done to 
the least of His brethren. Thus our Christian 
hope directs us towards our neighbor. It con- 
strains us to pray daily “Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven” and to act as we pray 
in every area of life. It begets a life of believing 
prayer and expectant action, looking to Jesus 
and pressing forward to the day of His return 
in glory. 

Now we would speak through our member 
churches directly to each congregation. Six years 
ago our churches entered into a covenant to 
form this Council, and affirmed their intention 
to stay together. We thank God for His bless- 
ing on our work and fellowship during these 
six years. We enter now upon a second stage. 
To stay together is not enough. We must go 
forward. As we learn more of our unity in 
Christ, it becomes the more intolerable that we 
should be divided. We therefore ask you: Is 
your church seriously considering its relation 
to other churches in the light of our Lord’s 
prayer that we may be sanctified in the truth 
and that we may all be one? Is your congrega- 
tion, in fellowship with sister congregations 
around you, doing all it can do to ensure that 
your neighbors shall hear the voice of the one 
Shepherd calling all men into the one flock? 


The forces that separate men from one an- 
other are strong. At our meeting here we have 
missed the presence of Chinese churches which 
were with us at Amsterdam. There are other 
lands and churches unrepresented in our Coun- 
cil and we long ardently for their fellowship. 
But we are thankful that, separated as we are 
by the deepest political divisions of our time, 
here at Evanston we are united in Christ. And 
we rejoice also that, in the bond of prayer and 
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THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Thomas 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The 
Council unites 161 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 48 countries. Neither 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 


NEW INSIGHTS 


Insights gained at the Assembly differed, 
naturally, with each participant. Contributing to 
those insights were not only the memorable ad- 
dresses, but the contacts with Christian leaders 
of other communions, other races, other cultures; 
also the give and take of ecumenical discussion, 
whether in study sections or over the breakfast 
table; and not least, the shock that sometimes 
came with reading the reaction of the press— 
as representative of the “man on the street’”— 
to one’s own cherished theological concepts. 

Through study groups on the main theme 
and section meetings on the six sub-themes, 
an effort was made to incorporate this dynamic 
process into reports which are now ready for 
sending to the member churches, local churches, 
councils of churches and individuals, for con- 
tinuing study, comment, and implementation in 
their own church and community life. Not all 
parts of each report will be equally applicable 
or pertinent to all areas and situations. No 
member church is bound by them. Yet they 
probably together represent the most consid- 
ered ecumenical statements to come out of the 
Church in modern times. 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 
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NEW RELATIONSHIPS 


Establishing new and closer relationship; 
with the International Missionary Council ig | 
most important organizational development fos 
the future of the ecumenical movement. | 

The two sister organizations—the I.M.C. ané 
the W.C.C._—have been working in closer 4 
closer association during the past years. Follow 
ing Evanston, a Secretariat will be establishe 
for the Joint I.M.C.-W.C.C. committee, charge 
with furthering this process of integration. 

The Secretary who has been serving the t 
organizations jointly as a roving ambassado 
in Asia, will continue his work; the Con nis 
sion of the Churches on International Atari 
will continue to serve both organizations; 
areas of cooperative work for interchurch 
will be expanded. The World Council Divisic 
of Studies and the new Department of Infom 
mation will serve the I.M.C. as well as @ 
Wik 
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Legal Notice of Meeting of 

FRIENDS OF THE r 

WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, INC. 
The regular Annual Meeting of the FRIENDS O09 
THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, INC 
will be held at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, December 14, 195: 
at the Broadway Tabernacle Church, 56th Street a 
Broadway (entrance at 211 West 56th Street), New 

York City. At this meeting business will be transact 
reports of the year’s work made, and members of tk 

Board of Directors elected. 

Attest; HENRY SMITH LEIPER, Secretary 


An interesting program is planned. Make luncheo 
reservations—$2—with the New York office of th 
Wahi 
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common hope, we maintain communion with 
wf Christian brethren everywhere. 

Te is from within this communion that we 
ave to speak about the fear and distrust which 
“present divide our world. Only at the Cross 
Christ, where men know themselves as for- 
ven sinners, can they be made one. It is there 
at Christians must pray daily for their ene- 
ies. It is there that we must seek deliverance 
self-righteousness, impatience and fear. 
ad those who know that Christ is risen should 
ave the courage to.expect new power to break 
nrough every human barrier. 

Tt is not enough that Christians should seek 
e for themselves. They must seek justice 
others. Great masses of people in many 
of the world are hungry for bread and 
e compelled to live in conditions which mock 
heir human worth. Does your church speak 
nd act against such injustice? Millions of men 
nd women are suffering segregation and dis- 
imination on the ground of race. Is your 
hurch willing to declare, as this Assembly has 
eclared, that this is contrary to the will of God 
md to act on that declaration? Do you pray 
egularly for those who suffer unjust discrimina- 
on on grounds of race, religion, or political 
onviction? 

The Church of Christ is today a world-wide 
ellowship, yet there are countless people to 
vhom He is unknown. How much do you care 
bout this? Does your congregation live for 
tself, or for the world around it and beyond it? 
oes its common life, and does the daily work 
if its members in the world, affirm the Lordship 
yf Christ or deny it? 

God does not leave any of us to stand alone. 
m every place He has gathered us together to 
be His family, in which His gifts and His for- 
tiveness are received. Do you forgive one an- 
ther as Christ forgave you? Is your congrega- 
fon a true family of God, where every man can 
ind a home and know that God loves him with- 
yut limit? 

We are not sufficient for these things. But 
christ is sufficient. We do not know what is 
oming to us. But we know Who is coming. 
t is He who meets us every day and who will 
neet us at the end—Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Therefore we say to you: Rejoice in hope. 


NEW PROGRAM 


The future program of the World Council 
of Churches, while continuing all of the same 
interests which have occupied its committees 
and staff in the past, will be set up along dif- 
ferent organizational lines. The Committee on 
Structure and Functioning, which reported at 
the Assembly, suggested various “streamlining” 
procedures for greater efficiency. 


According to the new plans there will be 
three major “Divisions” for greater unity of 
effort. Each “Division” will be coordinated 
through the work of an Associate General Sec- 
retary. The Divisions and the areas which they 
coordinate are as follows: 


Division of Studies 
Faith and Order 
Church and Society 
Evangelism 


Missionary Studies (with the International 
Missionary Council) 


Division of Ecumenical Action 


Ecumenical Institute (including the Gradu- 
ate School of Ecumenical Studies) 


Youth Department 


Department on Cooperation of Men and 
Women in Church and Society 


Department of Work for the Laity 


Division of Interchurch Aid and Service to 
Refugees 


The Department of Finance and Administra- 
tion and also the newly established Department 
of Information will operate as arms of the 
General Secretariat. 


The Commission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs will continue as a joint agency 
of the W.C.C. and the I.M.C. 


The new basic budget adopted by the World 
Council calls for $441,000 annually. This does 
not include funds for projects of relief and inter- 
church aid. This is an increase of 25 per cent 
over the Amsterdam budget. 
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ALL ABOUT EVANSTON 


Reports and Interpretations of the Second 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches 


BOOKS 


1. Evanston: An Interpretation, by James Hastings 
Nichols, Professor of Church History in the Divinity 
School of the University of Chicago. A basic contribu- 
tion to the understanding of the Ecumenical Move- 
ment. Publication date—January 5, 1955; $2.00; 
Harper and Brothers. 


2. Official Report of the Second Assembly. A full 
record of the proceedings of the Evanston Assembly, 
including all documents on which the Assembly took 
action, such as the Message, the statement on the 
Main Theme, the reports on the six sub-themes, and 
the resolutions adopted by the Assembly. Also the 
report of the Committee on Structure and Function- 
ing, decisions with regard to program and policy, 
excerpts from addresses, etc. Publication date—April 
1, 1955; probable price—$5.00; Harper and Brothers. 


3. The Christian Hope and the Task of the Church, 
This pre-Evanston publication presents all of the 
materials which were submitted to the delegates for 
their study and consideration, including the final 
report of the Advisory Commission on the Theme— 
“Christ—the Hope of the World,” and the ‘“ecumeni- 
cal surveys” for the six sub-themes. $5.00; Harper 
and Brothers. 


BOOKLETS 


4. Evanston Speaks: Reports from the Second As- 
sembly of the World Council of Churches. Official 
text of the Message and the reports of the six sections, 
“commended to the churches for study and appro- 
priate action,” also related resolutions. 50¢; special 
prices in quantity orders. 


5. Evanston Scrapbook, by James W. Kennedy. 
A first-hand account of important events, personali- 
ties, and brief summaries of addresses and reports. 
50¢; in quantity, 35¢. Sowers Printing Co. 


6. Evanston World Assembly: A Concise Interpre- 
tation, by Cecil Northcott. A distinguished British 
churchman and journalist gives a colorful report, with 
special attention to the theological foundations of the 
Ecumenical Movement and their relevance to the 
present world situation. Lutterworth Press. 50¢. 


7. The Christian Century: Special Assembly Issue. 
A reportorial account of all of the sessions and special 
events, including excerpts from addresses, the reports 
of the sections and summaries of discussions, with 
editorial comment. 20¢. 
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8. The Main Theme—"Christ—the Hope o 
World.” All materials relevant to the treatn 
the Main Theme including the report of the 
Commission, the statement adopted by the Ass 
and a precis of the discussions of the Main 
in the small groups. Publication date—Novemb 
1954. 50¢. 

9. Kingship of Christ, by the Bishop of Chichest 
Best brief account of the background of the WA 
Penguin Books. 50¢. 


LEAFLETS FOR DISTRIBUTION 


10. To Go Forward Together. An 8-page _ 
314x6. Much the same material as appears i 
issue of the ECUMENICAL COURIER. 5¢ each. 


11. The Evanston Message. The official Asse 
Message, printed on two sides of a 54x11 
Stamps for sample. $1 per 100. 


12. What Does It Mean? 4-page 314 x 6. 
terpretation of the ecumenical symbol by Dr. W 
Visser 't Hooft. Stamps for sample. $1 per 10m 


AUDIO-VISUAL 


"Evanston Highlights,” a documentary film, PI 
ing time 1444 minutes. Black and white, sou 
16mm. For churches or television. $35 per pt 
Rentals through the Broadcasting and Film Comm 
sion, National Council of Churches, 220 Fifth A 
New York, N.Y. 


Assembly slides, in color, with descriptive sect 
Set of 30, $10. 2 | 


Recording. 56 minutes. Narrative of main eve 
with excerpts from speeches. Recording on two sis 
of 12-inch record, 33 1-3 r.p.m. $2.50. 


Tape recordings. A complete record of the ent 
17 days of the Assembly is available for loan at | 
tape library of Union Theological Seminary, R% 
mond, Virginia. Tape or disc copies of any pottil 
may be purchased through the Washington Fed 
tion of Churches, 1751 Ann Street, N.W., Wash 
ton, D.C. Disc copies at any speed may be obtain 
Prices on request. Tape copies, $4 for 15 minutes 
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All materials listed, except as otherwise noted, * 
be available on or before October 1, 1954. O# 
from the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth Ay 
New York 10, N.Y. Copies of this list free on requ 


